
	  

	  

GLIDE – What One Lunch Can Do 
 

A FIFTY-YEAR SPIRITUAL MOVEMENT 
Determined to bring life back into the dying congregation by 
welcoming groups including the counterculture, poor and 
homosexual, Reverend Cecil Williams joined GLIDE Memorial Church 
in the Tenderloin district of San Francisco as a minister in 1963.  
 
For 50 years, GLIDE, the nonprofit charity organization, has grown to 
become an oasis that serves the poor and disenfranchised. GLIDE is 
unconditional in its love, support and commitment to the community it 
serves – providing a range of holistic services from serving nearly a 
million free meals a year, to providing affordable housing, free or low-
cost state-of-the-art healthcare along with dozens of other programs 
that help to alleviate suffering and break the cycles of poverty and 
marginalization. In 1969, Reverend Williams and Janice Mirikitani 
helped launch its Daily Free Meals program, which still continues to 
serve three free meals a day to the poor, an average of almost 2,300 
meals each day. 
 
A PARTNERSHIP POWERED BY LOVE 
In 1999, Warren Buffett was introduced to Reverend Williams, Janice 
Mirikitani and GLIDE through his late wife, Susan Buffett, a member 
of the congregation. Buffett was especially attracted to GLIDE’s belief 
that every human being had a potential, no matter what their 
circumstances, and that a combination of love and time and energy 
and resources can produce a different human being.  
 
In the spirit of helping to create additional meals for others, Buffett 
began his annual auction, the “Power Lunch with Warren Buffet,” with 
all proceeds benefiting the GLIDE community. The winning bidder 
and seven companions dine with Buffett at the Smith & Wollensky 
steakhouse in New York.  
 
By partnering with eBay to host the auction, GLIDE had an audience 
of more than 100 million users, raising record-breaking funds to 
support GLIDE’s mission in a way that wouldn’t be possible through 
traditional fundraising. 
 
LIFE CHANGING RESULTS 
Over the course of ten years, eBay has enabled GLIDE to raise $14.6 
million on eBay Inc. platforms – a significant amount of the money 
needed for GLIDE to continue to serve as a leading organization for 
social justice, unconditional love and improved lives. 
 

	  

FAST FACTS 
$14.1 million:  
Total dollars raised for GLIDE 
Foundation from 2003 – 2012 
 
$14.6 million enables GLIDE 
to provide each year:  
830,000 free meals 
648 children in childcare center 
and afterschool programs 
16,000 patient visits were 
conducted through Health 
Services 
250 individuals and families 
received rental assistance 
2,600 people in crisis through 
GLIDE’s Walk In Center 
 
Winning auction bids 
Before eBay partnership: 
2000: $25,000  
2001: $18,000 
2002: $25,000	  
 
With eBay partnership:  
2003: $250,100  
2004: $202,100  
2005: $351,100  
2006: $620,100  
2007: $650,100  
2008: $2,110,100  
2009: $1,680,300  
2010: $2,626,311  
2011: $2,626,411*  
2012: $3,456,789  
 
*Winning bid + donation 
 

 
 
 
	  


